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WILPF Joins 
Washington Vigil 


A Prayer and Conscience Vigil aimed 
at ending the testing and use of nuclear 
weapons was carried out during the 
month of November by six cooperating 
organizations, of which WILPF was 
one. People converged on Washington 
from various parts of the country, and 
stayed for varying lengths of time. 

Each afternoon they gathered in front 
of the White House to walk slowly up 
and down wearing simple blue arm 
bands. Two people, one at each end 
of the area covered, gave out leaflets 
and answered the questions of passers- 
by. A good deal of interest, and no 
hostility, was shown. Press coverage 
was sympathetic. 

Small delegations interviewed State 
Department officials and Dr. Elson, the 
President’s pastor. Others went to the 
offices of their Senators and Representa- 
tives and io several embassies. Posters 
urging an end to nuclear weapons tests 
were carried in front of the Atomic 
Energy Commission offices. For at least 
a part of every day. participants en- 
gaged in prayer or meditation at the 
Center for the project. 

Thanksgiving week Emily Simon con- 
ducted workshops to discuss with par- 
ticipants how they could work most 
effectively in their own communities. 

The other national organizations 
sponsoring the Vigil were the Baptist 
Peace Fellowship, Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation, Friends Peace Committee of 
Phila. Yearly Meeting, Non-Violent Ac- 
tion Against Nuclear Weapons, and 
War Resisters League. 


American Nobel Anniversary | 
Committee is inviting all living 
‘| Nobel Prize winners to participate 
in the annual American Nobel An- 
niversary Forum on December 10 | 
in New York, either in person or 
by sending messages. The Com- | 
mittee’s secretary writes (N.Y.T.- 
11/4/57). “The Nobel Prize win- | 
ners now living censtitute an || 
aristocracy of the mind . . . to- 
gether they could appeal to the 
|| intellectual leaders of the world to 
meet the challenge of tomorrow .. . 
and—as far as possible—contribute | 
| in pointing the way—since it is 
more emphatically true than ever 
before that ‘without vision the 
people perish’ .” 


DECEMBER, 1957 


THIRD LEGISLATIVE SEMINAR 
TO FEATURE STIMULATING SPEAKERS 


LIVELY panel of participants, including among other well-known persons, Dr. 
Daniel Steinberg, Federation of American Scientists, and William Hines of 
the Washington Star, have consented to share in making the Third Annual Legislative 


Seminar. February 2-5, one of the best. 

Among the highlights of the Seminar will be a dis- 
cussion by one of Washington’s outstanding reporters on 
“United States Foreign Policy from a Reporter’s view- 
point”. and a review of integration in its several aspects 
—schools, housing, employment — by a panel consisting 
of William Hines, David Scull, Chairman, Baltimore 
Yearly Meeting Social Order Committee, Dr. Flemmie 
Kittrell. Professor Home Economics, Howard University, 


and others. 

At the State Department a specialist 
will discuss the economic and_ political 
problems of the Middle East. In addi- 
tion, Charles H. Owsley, Officer in 
Charge of International Security Affairs 
of the Department of State, Betty Goetz. 
Research Assistant, Senate Subcommit- 
tee on Disarmament, E. Raymond Wil- 
son, Fxeentive Secretary. Friends Com- 
mittee on National Legislation, Samuel 
Jacobs, United Auto Workers, AFL-CIO, 
and a Representative from the House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs will ana- 
lyze the prospects for world disarma- 
ment. Senators and Representatives who 
have sponsored such legislation will give 
brief messages. 

One of the most exciting experiences 
will be the luncheon honoring Congress- 
women held in the original Supreme 
Court Chamber in the Capitol. 

For fun and relaxation there will be 
opportunities for sightseeing. a guided 
tour of the Capitol. visits to embassies 
(arranged for those who come by Sat- 
urday afternoon), daily teas in the 
drawing room of Belmonth House, one 
of the oldest residences in Washington 
now owned by the National Women’s 
Party. 


"All | Want For Christmas. 


How about adding Jane Addams 
House, busy National Headquarters, to 
your gift list this year? A few gift cer- 
tificates (in the form of checks—small 
or large) could be used to improve her 
shabby appearance and raise her morale. 
For example: $4 would repair one of 
the several shaky chairs in the Board 
room; $10-15 would rehabilitate an arm- 
chair; $35 would make the couch re- 
spectable. Her paint is cracked—$15- 
$100 would do a room, depending on 
size; the handsome old floors badly need 
refinishing. Rugs to cover the big, cold 
floors of the Literature and Finance offi- 
ces would send her spirits soaring, even 
old and faded ones. She isn’t choosy. 


In the area of Human Rights Clarence 
Mitchell. Director of the Washington 
Bureau, National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. and 
Herman Edelsherg. Chairman of the 
Civil Liberties Clearing House, will pre- 
sent the civil rights and civil liberties 
legislation respectively. Congressional 
leaders who are especially interested in 
such legisiation will speak briefly. 

Dr. Dewey Anderson of the Public 
Affairs Institute will head a panel on 
foreign economic aid with members 
of Congress. One session will be de- 
voted to ways of getting legislation in- 
troduced and through both Houses of 
Congress. and to briefing of WILPF 
members on talking ‘with their Con- 
gressmen. 

The Seminar will be of interest to all 
members and especially to Natienal 
Board Members, Branch and Legislati:« 
Chairmen or representatives. Jane 
Addams Branch members are also we!- 
come. Registration is $5.00 For {ni- 
ther details write to the Legislative 
Office. 214 Second St.. Washington 2. 
C. 

by Annalee Stewart. 
Legislative Secretary 


The Art for World Friendship 
Committee wishes to thank all those 
who sent names and addresses in 
response to the appeal for foreign 
contacts in Four Lights. There were 
too many letters to thank each one 
personally. 


Keep the Stamps Coming 

Save and send your stamps to the 
National Office for our Annual Meeting 
Young Delegates Fund. Holiday mail 
should be specially fruitful, but this is 
a continuing project. Form the habit 
of clipping all stamps, except the ordin- 
ary lc, 2c and 3c U. S. variety, from 
your mail. If received in sufficient num- 
bers these will bring in a tidy revenue. 
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Substitute Law For War 


As intercontinental ballistic missiles 
become a present probability, the U. S. 
and USSR have no guarantee against 
instantaneous annihilation except each 
other’s good faith and sanity. 

U. S. government spokesmen argue 
that our security lies in developing the 
ICBM with all possible speed and, mean- 
while, arming NATO countries with 
such nuclear weapons as we now have 
available. Then, theoretically, no ra- 
tional man or government, on either 
side, will launch a war. 

But what about that man at the push- 
button which can release limitless de- 
struction and what about the men who 
give him his orders? What if an irra- 
tional motive inspires one of these 
tense and hard-pressed men? What if 
a small conflict involving big power 
interests tempts him to administer the 
instantaneous knock-out blow? Or 
what if he is persuaded that the enemy 
plans to use the weapon unless he 
launches a preventive attack? 

Under the circumstances, arming 
NATO countries with H-bombs, which 
will accentuate East-West tensions and 
multiply the chances of irrational de- 
cisions and fatal mistakes, promises to 
open a veritable Pandora’s box of evils. 
Instead, we urge the U. S. government 
to negotiate for the withdrawal of all 
foreign military forces from both NATO 
and Warsaw Pact countries and the 
prompt demilitarization of the whole 
area in order to relieve tensions and 
forestall explosions there. 

Our unchanging WILPF goals of 
total disarmament and “the substitution 
of law for war” now, more clearly than 
ever, offer the only solution to the 
world’s predicament. Only as weapons 
are taken out of the hands of fallible men 
can any nation feel secure. And only 
as the UN becomes an instrument for 
the enactment and administration of 
world law can humanity turn finally 
away from the cruel and self-defeating 
war system by which, (throughout his- 
tory) nations have thus far protected 
their rights and achieved their ambi- 
tions, 

Violence in intergroup relations has 
been virtually abolished by the substi- 
tution of law within ever enlarging 
units of society — the tribe. the king- 
dom, the nation. Whenever groups in 
contact have conflicting interests, law 
is the proven method for eliminating 
violence. Disarmament and the develop- 
ment of UN machinery for settling in- 
ternational disputes and achieving jus- 
tice peaceably must go hand in hand. 
Neither is likely to proceed far without 
the other. 

Dorothy Hutchinson, Chairman, 

Policy Committee 


Children and The Age of Destruction 


by Betty Lourie, President, Harrisburg, Pa. Branch 

It is apparent that with the advent of the atomic age we are faced with mans 
changes in our lives. the implications of which we have not yet begun to explore. 
We are aware of the lack of unity among our scientists. the inability of our govern- 
ment to see beyond the development of atomic power for destructive uses, the 
tenacity of military and civilian leaders in withholding information from the public 
—all of which indicates that it is up to us, as individuals and as communities, to 
take a hand in deciding the direction, the quality and quantity of the changes facing 
us. If for no other reason thai our concern at Jeaving to our children a world with 
more terrible problems than that into which we came, we must bestir ourslves. 

This generation of children has not witnessed many of the radical changes 
that our technological advances have brought. They have ro memories of homes 
without plumbing, electrical appliances. even TV: of families without automobiles 
as the primary means of transportation: of the sky without airplanes and the seas 
without submarines. The talk of trips to the moon and interplanetary space travel 
is no mere fantasy for our children. They are growing up with the challenge and 
excitement of this new era in the very fibre of their beings. 


Although the external and material 
aspects of our lives have changed con- 
siderably, the processes by which our 
children grow from childhood to adult- 
hood are essentially the same as in pre- 
ceding generations. Each child needs 
love and affection; security both physi- 
cal and emotional; opportunity for 
orderly growth and development; ac- 
ceptance as an individual, at any and 
all ages. 

But these needs are far from being 
met today. Although the child may 
have been reared lovingly and with 
great care and consideration within his 
own home. once he is exposed to the 
world of playmates, contacts with other 
adults, schools, etc., he is faced with 
inconsistencies in our social and moral 
values which confuse and disturb him. 
We try to bring him up as a responsible, 
mature person; to value life; to share, 
to build, to cooperate; to respect other 
individuals; to try to see the many sides 
of a situation; to maintain a spirit of 
fair play and friendly competition—in 
a.word, to love his fellow man. We 
teach him these things. But more and 
more, if he is an aware child, he sees 
evidence of hate; unwillingness to co- 
operate; readiness to destroy; a spirit 
of competition that is devastating in its 
implications. 

Nor can we. to the children or to 
ourselves, underestimate the physical 
and biological hazards involved in the 
continued use of atomic energy in an 
uncontrolled way. Radioactivity and 
nuclear fallout are increasingly serious 
problems. They have far-reaching 
effects which are not yet fully explored 
or understood. Children can only be- 


A Declaration of 
Conscience 


Believing that “the time has come for 
a world-wide protest against the racist 
policies of the Government of S. Africa” 
more than a hundred of the world’s 
leading citizens from every continent 
have issued a Declaration of Conscience. 
The Declaration is part of a broad pro- 
gram of protest which is to culminate in 
a Universal Day of Protest on Human 
Rights Day, December 10. 

The Declaration calls upon all men 
devoted to the principlesof the Declara- 
tion of Human Rights to protest the pol- 
icy of apartheid and the repression and 
discrimination of all colored peoples, 
and to join in calling upon the South 
African Government to honor its obli- 
gations as a member of the United 
Nations. 

Continued on Page 4, Col. 2 


gin to be aware of the dangers involved 
as we, as parents and the public. make 
these dangers known. We may not yet 
be sure of all the effects of continued 
bomb tests. but we cannot help but see 
how the immorality of the situation 
must produce confusion in a chiid. 

In sociology there is a concept that 
is believed to account in some ways for 
juvenile delinquency. Where. in a fam- 
ily. or a neighborhood. culture group 
or community, there is a breakdown 
of existing norms, values and standards, 
there is more likely to be a breaking 
down or breaking away of the individ- 
ual. The concept is termed anomie and 
is seen as a normlessness. This is com- 
monly understood as it applies to brok- 
en homes, to substandard neighbor- 
hoods, etc. In a sense, we face this same 
situation on a larger scale. Where the 
old and trusted values have been dis- 
regarded or discarded, where we have 
not replaced them, children see the floun- 
dering of the adult world—both in the 
family and in the community. The in- 
ability of the adults to solve their prob- 
lems is visited on their children. This 
is the predicament of our children today. 

We can only help them by finding 
a perspective ourselves. Developments 
in the atomic age have been rapid and 
adjustment to new problems slow. But 
today there is no alternative to finding 
a way for nations to live together peace- 
fully. We, and our children, must learn 
that preserving life is the most im- 
portant thing, not destroying it; that 
human values far outweigh material 
ones. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
© Work at home 
@ Salary: none 
© Returns: large 
Will you help the Committee for World 
Development and World Disarmament 
feel the pulse of press, radio and TV 
in the U. S.? Would you like to be 
part of a network of press correspond- 
ents urgently needed to enable the Com- 
mittee to reach the “grass roots”? Edu- 
cate yourself while you double as clip- 
ping service for the Committee and 
liaison between them and your local 
news media. A tremendously important 
job needs to be done. No experience 
necessary. At least one person from 
each State is needed. For further in- 
formation. see Nov. Branch Packet or 
write to: 
Committee for World Development 
and World Disarmament 
Room 609, 
Carnegie International Center 


345 E. 46th St.. New York 17, N. Y. 
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BRANCH NEWS 


The Rockaway. N. Y., Branch will 
celebrate Human Rights Day with a 
presentation .of a “Goodwill Shelf” to 
their public library; Mildred Olmsted 
will speak. 

Our new committee, Childhood Edu- 
cation for Peace and Freedom, Marie 
Lyons, Chairman, is putting on a pilot 
project in Massachusetts. 

Chapel Hill, N. C., Branch started an 
interracial art education group for chil- 
dren which has now developed into a 
group for adults also. 

The Berkeley, Cal., WILPF is among 
the women’s organizations sponsoring a 
luncheon for Mme. Pandit, honorary 
chairman of Art for World Friendship. 

Vera Brittain, Vice-President of our 
British Section will speak at a meeting 
arranged by the Maryland Branch. 

The Mainline, Phila., Branch invited 
50 students from Europe and Asia to a 
tea at which a young member of our 
Danish Section, newly arrived in this 
country, told about WILPF activities in 
Denmark. 

The Minneapolis Branch cooperated 
with 3 other organizations, including 
the Minnesota Council of Churches, on 
a Workshop on Peace Education. 

Washington, D. C., will have an ex- 
hibit of Art for World Friendship at 
one of the largest department stores in 
January. 

Marion Loring Field, Chairman of 
the San Francisco Branch, has reported 
to other California branches on her 
experiences at the International Execu- 
tive Committee meeting in Geneva. 

In Penn., the State branch has trained 
some of its leaders to go out in panels 
of three to speak to other groups on 


cessation of nuclear tests. 

Marie Ferrington, one of the founders 
of our thriving Princeton, N. J., Branch 
has moved to Wooster, Ohio. She would 
like to start another branch there. If 
you know anyone in Wooster, write to 
her at 603 E. University St.. Wooster, 
Ohio. 

Adelaide Baker writes of her satisfy- 
ing visit to Danish branches this sum- 
mer. She visited Else Zeuthen and Fan- 
ny Arnskow in Copenhagen and went 
by ferry to Jutland to speak to branches 
there. Of Elien Holmgaard, editor of 
the Danish Section’s excellent magazine, 
she says: “Like WILPF women every- 
where. Eilen weaves her work for peace 
into the activities of her home and 
family. She does an especially creative 
job editing the magazine for a large and 
varied membership. Fo: though she is 
now a young career woman and mother 
in Copenhagen, she speaks with warm 
personal understanding as a girl raised 
on a Jutland farm.” 


All our National Presidents for the 
past 20 years attended a luncheon hon- 
oring Hannah Hull’s 85th birthday in 
Philadelphia. It is not every day that 
they can all be present at the same time: 
Hannah Hull herself, her immediate 
successor Gertrude Bussey, Dorothy 
Robinson, Annalee Stewart, Elsie Picon, 
Ruth Freeman, Meta Riseman, and Orlie 
Pell. A scroll was presented to Mrs. 
Hull. written by Emily Cooper John- 
son. long-time editor of Four Lights, 
and lettered by Marion Justice. Penn- 
sylvania member. 


Appeal of the WILPF Commission Against 
Scientific Warfare 


Recommended by the 
International Executive for branch study 


In view of the frightful dangers of 
the atomic age which atomic scientists, 
biologists, geneticists and doctors in all 
parts of the world have exposed, 

In view of the declarations made by 
certain governments, under pressure 
from the advocates of military methods 
of brute force and from those who profit 
from the war industry, saying that they 
must, for political reasons. face risks 
which would involve the destruction of 
mankind. 

In view of the attempts undertaken 
to make light of the danger by the people 
whose attitude is “apres nous le deluge”, 
who do not want to risk their position 
in the world. 

In view of the various attempts made 
to keep the people ignorant of the dan- 
gers involved. such as the attempts to 
muzzle the scientists. 

The Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom, to safeguard 
the most primitive right of the people 
of the world-—the right to live—directs 
to the governments of all countries the 
following urgent appeal: 

That every measure of their foreign 
and home policy should be subordinated 
to the principle of reverence for life, 

That they should declare their dis- 
approval of the doctrine, dating back to 
the Inquisition, that the adherents of 
an ideology differing from their own, 


whether Communist, capitalist or any 
other, must be liquidated, just as heret- 
ics were burnt at the stake, 

That, free from any illusions. they 
face the fact that a world given over to 
war-psychosis cannot fail to destroy it- 
self, 

That they. realizing the impossibility 
of fighting an economic system, what- 
ever it may be, by methods of brute 
force instead of more civilized weapons 
of the mind, will endeavor to find ways 
and means of discussing their differen- 
ces as rational beings, 

That acting in this way, instead of 
planning military defense, threatening 
their own country and people with 
atomic, chemical and biological weapons 
of war, which have no respect for 
frontiers, they should examine all the 
possibilities available for the PREVEN- 
TION OF WAR, and if all else fails, 
replace methods of brute force by those 
of non-violent resistance, 

That within the framework of a uni- 
versal disarmament program they re- 
nounce the tests of all kinds of atomic 
weapons, as well as their production, 
export, import and use, and destroy the 
existing stocks, 

That in this connection they do all 
in their power to prevent the misuse of 
the atomic power plants already in 
existence for production of plutonium 
(see p. 10 of the pamphlet published by 
the Association of Scientific Workers: 
“A World to Gain,” 1956, for the link- 
Continued on Page 4, Col. 1 


WILPF has suffered a great loss 
in the recent deaths of two long- 
devoted members: Clara Rodewald 
of St. Louis and Emily Harvey of 
Philadelphia. 


DEADLOCK ON DISARMAMENT 


by Carolin B. Malin, 
UN Observer 


The Twelfth Assembly opened with 
high hopes for some disarmament agree- 
ment. The sub-committee of five— 
USSR, UK, France, Canada and the 
U. S. — which held sessions in London 
for five months, had shown some flex- 
ibility and advance toward agreement. 
though it could only report a deadlock. 
All the opening speeches stressed the 
urgency of controlling nuclear weapons 
and stopping the tests. 

The Soviet Union again offered a 
simple resolution (unacceptable to the 
West) pledging the nations to stop tests 
and abolish the use of nuclear weapons. 


Twenty-four nations sponsored the 
Western resolutions for a step-by-step 
disarmament plan beginning with ces- 
sation of tests and stopping production, 
with systems of control and inspection; 
transfer of fissionable material to peace- 
ful uses and control of outer space 
missiles for scientific purposes. 


Several other resolutions were intro- 
duced: by India, to enlarge the sub- 
committee: by Japan, for immediate 
suspension of tests as soon as an agree- 
ment in principle of controls could 
be formulate: by Belgium, for pub- 
licizing the dangers of the arms race; 
by Norway and Pakistan, for the ap- 
pointment of a commission of experts 
to study inspection and control systems: 
and by the Latin American countries, 
urging that funds saved from disarma- 
ment be used to raise living standards. 
These ideas were put into the final reso- 
lution passed by the Political Commit- 
tee and sent to the Assembly. 

While all the delegates urged the sus- 
pension of tests as a first step, they 
realized the equal necessity of stopping 
production of weapons. As the Norw=- 
gian delegate said, the separation ot 
testing from stockpiling only postponed 
disarmament, for small countries would 
not refrain from production. Production 
must be stopped while only the five 
powers have nuclear weapons. Whik 
the Western delegates stressed that thei. 
resvlution was a basis for negotiation, 
the Communist speakers claimed the 
West did not really want disarmament. 

All countries fear nuclear weapons 
and know that there must be negotia- 
tions based on security for both sides. 
The problem is to work out a series of 
intermediate steps which will build con- 


fidence. Any agreement must be based 


on trust. 


While the Western powers’ resolution 
won the support of all but the nine 
Soviet bloc countries, who voted against, 
and 15 of the Asian-African countries, 
who abstained, it will be discussed again 
in the Assembly as a whole. Whatever 
the final vote, it must be remembered 
that a UN resolution carries only moral 
pressure. The will to reach agreement 
depends on the governments. Sputnik 
has dimmed the hope for progress in 
disarmament this season. 


HAVE YOU BOUGHT 
YOUR WILPF 1958 
ENGAGEMENT CALENDAR? 


The perfect Christmas gift for 
teachers, friends. relatives — es- 
pecially that friend you’ve been 
trying to get interested in the 
WILPF. Order from the National 
Litératuce Department, or buy 
from your Branch. Price $1.25 
each. 


Scientific Warfare 


Continued from Page 3 


ing up of the production of power with 
plutonium production), as well as the 
manufacture of all other materials used 
for the production of atomic bombs, 

That they bear in mind what a colos- 
sal catastrophe would result if such an 
enormous amount of radioactivity as 
there is in the Dounreay reactor, which 
contains more radioactivity than that 
which would arise from the entire 
world supply of radium (100 million 
Curies), were set free over inhabited 
areas and that the risk of a catastrophe 
increases to the maximum in a world 
full of tension, 

That realizing what it would mean, 
if, in case of war, reactors everywhere 
were to be the first target of an enemy 
attack. they do not grant permission to 
establish reactors until a lasting world 
peace has been established, 

That to carry out such a moratorium 
in all countries the Atomic Energy 
Agency statute of the UN be extended 
and developed. 

That in view of the radioactivity of 
reactors already functioning, a certain 
part of which escapes into the surround- 
ing air, even if the reactor is not de- 
stroyed, and in view of the fact that 
one of these gaseous fission products, 
krypton, forms the long-lived radio- 
strontium, which is deposited in the 
bones and by its radiation causes bone 
cancer and leukemia, permission to in- 
stall reactors should only be granted 
when sufficient protective measures have 
been found and an absolutely safe means 
of removing the radioactive waste prod- 
ucts has been discovered, 

That permission to construct reactors 
should only be granted in limited num- 
hers, as a great danger lies in the in- 
creased number of reactors, and that 
the permission should be immediately 
withdrawn if the findings after strict 
and constant control of the radioactivity 
of the air at all heights and under the 
most varied atmospheric conditions 
(rain, mist, high altitude fog, direction 
and strength of wind) and of the soil 
and water with their flora and fauna 
give any reason for alarm. 

That in all circumstances, even in 
relation to the “peaceful uses of atomic 
energy”, they consider the life and health 
of the peoples above the economic ad- 
vantages and profit interests of a reac- 
tor industry which may deveolp without 
any such inhibitions, 

And that last but not least, they ex- 
amine most carefully all the possibilities 
of other potential sources of energy 
which hight take the place of atomic 
energy. both those that have been tried 
and those not yet developed. 


(Professor) Gertrude Woker 
Chairman, WILPF Commission 
Against Scientific Warfare 


Declaration 
Continued from Page 2 


Few WILPF members will hesitate to 
join in such a universal protest, since 
the policy of apartheid and discrimina- 
tion is abhorrent to us all. At the same 
time, we in the United States cannot 
help but think of the discrimination 
in our own midst. We cannot help but 
recognize the South African poli¢y as 
a more virulent form of what we have 
seen ourselves in Levittown, Chicago, 
Birmingham, Louisville, U. S. A. and in 
many other unreported corners of our 
nation. We have of course one thing the 
S. Africans do not have—that is a demo- 
cratic government which is dedicated 
to the principle of equal opportunity 
for all. The task in America is to put 
this principle into practice; the task in 
South Africa is to change the inhuman 
policy. In either case, those of us who 
cherish freedom have the opportunity 
on December 10 to protest racist policies 
everywhere. 

Send contributions and signatures for 
the Declaration of Conscience to Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Chm., Inter. 
Sponsoring Committee. American’ Com- 
mittee on Africa, Inc., Four West 40th 
Street, New York 18, N. Y.. U.S. A. 


NOTES ON CHINA 


I went recently to the exhibition of 
the plan for the tremendous works of 
the Yellow River. It was beautifully 
done. The charts were all automatic; 
as the girl explained them they would 
light up to show where the new power 
stations would be. where the dams would 
be, where the river would flow and 
where in the past it flooded, damaging 
millions of acres of crops and making 
millions homeless and starving to death. 

The striking thing about China to- 
day is the contrast between the feudal 
past and the socialist future all mixed 
together. Everything is under construc- 
tion, and where machines are not 
enough the dirt is carried by men and 
women on their backs. Suddenly this 
spring a whole series of irrigation dikes 
appeared between our farm and the city. 
They were built by the cooperatives— 
peasants by the thousands would appear 
in the morning and by evening there 
would be a dike. all finished! In just the 
last few months the whole countryside 
has turned socialist; the farmers have 
organized into cooperative farms. The 
other day going into town I saw two 
sets of mules—all white—going along 
with other teams of brown mules. I sud- 
denly realized why this seemed strange. 
Before, the farmers never had enough 
animals to be able to pair them off by 
color. Now, since they have pooled 
their animals, they can pair them as 
they please. so there they are with 
whites all put together as pretty as you 
please. 


In our hearts we Americans feel just 
a bit smug when it ‘comes to talking 
about industrialization. We are proud 
of our automobiles, our bathtubs, our 
electricity. our television and_ radios. 
We think of China in this respect as 
behind us, and trying to catch up. But 
what has stunned me more than any- 
thing else in the last year is that China 
is not just catching up — she is going 
far beyond anything we ever knew, even 
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JANE ADDAMS CHILDREN'S BOOK 
AWARD FOR 1957 

We are delighted to be able to an- 
nounce before Christmas the Jane Ad- 
dams Children’s Book Award for this 
year. Blue Mystery, by Margot Benary- 
Isbert. Translated from the German. 
and drawing on the author’s own child- 
hood background, it is a sensitive and 
engaging story of an eleven year old 
girl, her family. friends and pets. Tested 
and approved by this department’s own 
eleven year old. who was oblivious to 
her own family, friends and pets, while 
she read it. we can only add that it is 
full of excitement and humor, its char- 
acters alive with human failings and 
human goodness. in a theme of mutual 
faith and understanding. Mrs. Benary- 
Isbert. now a resident of California, is 
the author of several other children’s 
books. Translated from the German by 
Richard and Clara Winston, and de- 
lightfully illustrated by Enrico Arno, it 
is published by Harcourt. Brace and Co. 
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in the field of industrialization. Though 
in per capita output it will still take a 
long time to catch up to the United 
States production, the things produced 
by Chinese industry and the scale of 
each industry as it comes into being is 
something hard to conceive of. Each 
industry is a planned, socialist industry 
—planned to fit the needs of the whole 
people. What kinds of machines are 
wanted? What industries? What rail- 
roads? What power? Everything is 
going on at once, the plans are all in- 
tegrated; nothing is left out, not even 
the elephants in the Peking zoo! 


This has been the third and final 
installment of excerpts from letters 
written by Joan Hinton Engst, an Amer- 
ican now living on a dairy farm in 
China. We would like to express our 
gratitude to Mrs. Engst’s family for per- 
mission to reprint these excerpts. 


* * * 


Capital punishment has been abolished 
in 33 States of the world—including 


Israel, six States of the U.S. and Mexico. 
* * 
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